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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the effect of the pattern of close
relationships in moral judgement and to recognize gender based components.
A qualitative approach based on the constructivist grounded theory model
was used, which explored relationship-dependent judgments. The population
of the study included young and middle-aged men and women of Tehran, and
the sampling was purposeful. The moral dilemmas were presented to
participants, and information was collected with semi-structured
interviews. The results of the study showed that people are willing to violate
the principles of justice for the sake of their relatives, friends, colleagues,
compatriots, religion and ethnicity in both genders. The impact of personal
relationships (relatives, friends, and colleagues) is related to human
evolutionary characteristics, and the impact of the social relationships in
terms of country, religion and ethnicity is related to common goals within the
group and loyalty to the group. In their decisions, both men and women
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recognize relationships evenly in different situations, but their involvement is
different on the basis of the severity of the situation. The difference depends
on their evolutionary characteristics, rather than on their ability to understand
and observe equality.
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