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A Study of Women’s Safety in Urban Public

Spaces and the Influential Environmental Factors
(Case study: The Elgoli Park in Tabriz)

Leila Rahimi '
Saber Sabouri’
Abstract

The existence of patriarchy in contemporary society results in parks and urban
spaces not being safe enough for women, which in turn keeps them away from
using services publicly available in these spaces. This paper attempts to
understand the role of environmental factors in women’s decision to use urban
public spaces. Designing spaces by considering gender-specific properties is an
important issue. The reason for choosing the Elgoli Park is due to its historical
and geographical importance and the fact that this park is a central and unique
place for residents. Hence, focusing on safety and its distribution among different
groups of people, especially women, is of high importance in shaping
populations’ favorite spaces. The present study was carried out using qualitative
method using interview and mapping techniques and four main locations of
Elgoli Park were compared accordingly. The findings show that the feeling of
security is different in various areas of the park. In other words, there is a
meaningful correlation between environmental and functional properties of the
park and feeling safe. The interviewed women’s feelings of safety in the park
were influenced by environmental attributes such as the size of space, specifically
the visual and environmental comfort, specially the lighting and multi-
functionality. In the end, some proposed solutions for promoting women’s safety
have been suggested.

Key words

Women's safety, Urban Public Space, Environmental Factors, Visual and
Environmental Comfort Criteria, Elgoli Park in Tabriz
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